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Florida Department of Transportation 
 PROJECT REEVALUATION FORM  
 
I.  GENERAL INFORMATION (originally approved document) 
          

 a. Reevaluation Phase: Design Change (FM 412420.2 & 409355.3)   
                                        
 b. Document Type and Date of Approval: Type 2 Categorical Exclusion approved 

7/21/2010 
 
 c. Project Numbers:  N/A       0951-645-I 412420-1-22-01            N/A        
                State     Federal Aid     Financial Project   Work Program 
          
 d. Project Local Name, Location and Limits: SR-9 from south of SR 808/Glades Road 

to South of Linton Boulevard, Palm Beach County (see Project Location Map in 
Appendix A)   

              
 e. Segments of Highway Being Advanced: FM 412420.2 & 409355.3: Addition of 

managed lanes from south of Glades Road to South of Linton Boulevard.  
 

 f. Project Segment Planning Consistency: 

Currently 
Adopted 
CFP-
LRTP 

COMMENTS 

 412420-2                

PHASE 
Currently 
Approved 

Currently 
Approved  TIP/STIP TIP/STIP 

COMMENTS TIP STIP $ FY 

PE (Final 
Design) 

N Y $2,557,670 2013 

Previously authorized.  
PE Ongoing  
Funding changes will be 
adopted on the TIP after July 
1,2013 

R/W 
 

N/A N/A $0 No R/W required for this 
segment. 

Construction Y Y $21,601,032 2013 

Funding changes will be 
adopted after July 1,2013 
 
Page 9 TIP 
Page 352 STIP 
Page VI-7, Table VI-5 
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Currently 
Adopted 
CFP-
LRTP 

COMMENTS 

 409355-3                  

PHASE 
Currently 
Approved 

Currently 
Approved  TIP/STIP TIP/STIP 

COMMENTS TIP STIP $ FY 

PE (Final 
Design) 

N Y $948,133 2013 

Previously authorized.  
PE Ongoing 
Funding changes will be adopted 
on the TIP after July 1,2013 

R/W 
 

N/A N/A $0 No R/W required for this 
segment. 

Construction Y Y $29,228,406 2013 

Funding changes will be adopted 
after July 1,2013 
Page 8 TIP 
Page 351 STIP 
Page VI-7, Table VI-5 

   
Refer to Appendix B for copies of the STIP, TIP and LRTP. 

  
  g. Name of Analyst(s): Lynn Kelley, Senior Environmental Specialist/Tara Jafarmadar, 

P.E. Trainee 
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IV. CHANGES IN IMPACT STATUS OR DOCUMENT COMPLIANCE 
 
  YES / NO  COMMENTS 
  
 A.  SOCIAL IMPACTS       
 1.  Land Use Changes [  ] [X]       
 2.  Community Cohesion [  ] [X]       
 3.  Relocation Potential [  ] [X]       
 4.  Community Services  [  ] [X]       
 5.  Title VI Consideration [  ] [X]       
 6.  Controversy Potential [  ] [X]       
 7.  Utilities & Railroads [X] [  ]   See A.7 Section VIII 
  
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS       
 1.  Section 4(f) Lands [  ] [X]                                                
 2.  Historic Sites/Districts   [  ] [X]       
 3.  Archaeological Sites [  ] [X]       
 4.  Recreation Areas [  ] [X]       
 5.  Pedestrian/Bicycle Facilities [  ]  [X]      
  
C.  NATURAL ENVIRONMENT       
 1.  Wetlands [  ] [X]                         
 2.  Aquatic Preserves [  ] [X]       
 3.  Water Quality [  ] [X]       
 4.  Outstanding Florida Waters [  ] [X]       
 5.  Wild and Scenic Rivers [  ] [X]            
 6.  Floodplains [  ] [X]            
 7.  Coastal Zone Consistency [  ] [X]            
 8.  Coastal Barrier Islands [  ] [X]            
 9.  Wildlife and Habitat [  ] [X]                           
10.  Essential Fish Habitat [  ] [X]       
11.  Farmlands [  ] [X]            
12.  Visual/Aesthetics [  ] [X]       
 
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS       
 1.  Noise [  ] [X]                                               
 2.  Air [  ] [X]                                                    
 3.  Construction [  ] [X]                                                    
 4.  Contamination [  ] [X]                                               
 5.  Navigation [  ] [X]                                               
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V.  EVALUATION OF MAJOR DESIGN CHANGES AND REVISED DESIGN 
CRITERIA (e.g., Typical Section Changes, Alignment Shifts, Right of Way 
Changes, Bridge to Box Culvert, Drainage Requirements, Revised Design 
Standards). 

 
The existing Typical Section on I-95 for Sections 412420-2-22-01 (I-95 from South of 
Glades Road to North of Yamato Road) and 409355-3-22-01 (I-95 from North of 
Yamato Road to Linton Blvd) includes: 

 1 HOV lane 
 3 General Purpose Lanes 
 1 Auxiliary lane  

The original PD&E study, approved on July 21, 2010 for sections 412420-2-22-01 (I-95 
from South of Glades Road to North of Yamato Road) and 409355-3-22-01 (I-95 from 
North of Yamato Road to Linton Blvd) included widening to allow for an additional 
general purpose lane in each direction. The original approved PD&E typical section 
included the following (in each direction): 

 1 HOV lane 
 4 General Purpose Lanes 
 1 Auxiliary lane  

This project re-evaluation documents the request to re-classify the one additional 
general purpose lane approved in the original PD&E study, and the existing HOV lane, 
as Managed Lanes. The new typical section, therefore, will include the following: 

 2 Managed Lanes 
 3 General Purpose Lanes 
 1 Auxiliary Lane 

Typical sections from the PD&E study, as well as the proposed new typical sections, are 
included in Appendix C. 
 
This project is the next phase of the regional managed lanes system’s 95Express facility 
already in operation in Miami Dade County and under construction in Broward County.  
95Express is an innovative, lower-cost alternative to traditional highway construction 
that offers a variety of options for avoiding congestion. A variable-priced toll that adjusts 
to congestion levels optimizes the use of the facility and overall I-95 operations.  The 
95Express lanes also serve as an express bus service.  As in the previous segments of 
95Express, the existing HOV lane will be converted to a tolled express lane and along 
with the proposed construction of the added lane, will make up the express managed 
lanes facility with two lanes in each direction. 
 
In addition, the proposed Managed Lanes typical section will fit within the existing bridge 
overpasses within the interchanges with the exception of the Clint Moore Road bridge 
overpass which will need to be replaced to accommodate the widened typical section 
(per original PD&E). 
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The existing interchanges are as follows: 
 Glades Road interchange 
 Spanish River Blvd interchange (currently in Design/Build selection) 
 Yamato Road interchange 
 Clint Moore Road overpass 
 Congress Ave interchange 

No design exceptions or variations are anticipated for this project, but if any are 
developed during design, the information will be included in the next reevaluation.  No 
additional environmental impacts, other than those identified during the PD&E Study, 
are anticipated.  The footprint of the project has not changed from the PD&E Study.  
 
A Public Workshop is being planned in order to inform and seek comments from the 
public.  Minutes from the Public Workshop and any comments received will be included 
in the next reevaluation. 
 
VI. MITIGATION STATUS AND COMMITMENT COMPLIANCE 
 
The FDOT made the following commitments in the CE-II approved on July 21, 2010: 
 
To protect the West Indian Manatee, the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) will adhere to the Standard Manatee Conditions for In-Water Work. The 
Conditions will be incorporated into the construction documents and FDOT will 
require that the construction contractor abide strictly to the guidelines during 
construction. In addition, grates will be placed over all culverts greater than eight 
inches to protect manatees. 
 
Status: No change. The Design-Build Request for Proposals (DB RFP) will include the 
above information and the contractor will be required to adhere to all PD&E 
commitments. However, at this time no in-water work is proposed for this segment.   
 
If required, compensation for unavoidable wetland impacts will be mitigated 
according to Section 373.4137 of the Florida Statutes. 
 
Status: The Wetland Evaluation Report did not identify any impacts to wetlands within 
the project limits. Additional surveys will be conducted during design. 
 
FDOT will coordinate with Palm Beach County Department of Environmental 
Resources Management (ERM) to determine if scrub jays are present in the 
Yamato Scrub Natural Area. FDOT will conduct a scrub jay survey of areas within 
600 feet of suitable scrub jay habitat within one nesting season prior to 
construction. If scrub jays are present, FDOT will coordinate with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) to minimize impact to the scrub jay. 
 
Status: This commitment was addressed in the reevaluation report for segment 
412420.3, which is currently in the design/build selection phase. FDOT Planning & 
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Environmental Management (PL&EM) initiated coordination with Palm Beach County 
and surveyed the areas within the proposed Spanish River Boulevard interchange right 
of way (ROW) for scrub jays; none were observed. Therefore, no additional coordination 
with USFWS is necessary. 
 
To minimize negative project effects to the burrowing owl, FDOT commits to: 

 Conduct a burrowing owl survey prior to construction; 
 Coordinate with the appropriate regulatory agency depending on 

nesting status. 
  If adult owls are present between February 15 and July 10, or if eggs, 

hatchlings or fledglings are present, then USFWS Migratory Bird 
Coordination must occur. If it is non-nesting season, only coordination 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) is 
required. 

 Obtain appropriate permits to destroy/relocate burrowing owl burrows 
depending on activity; and 

 Coordinate with the appropriate agency on suitable mitigation and 
ensure mitigation is implemented, such as construction of starter 
burrows with an accompanying T-perch in an area outside of future 
disturbances. 
 

Status: Preconstruction surveys will be conducted to determine the presence of owls 
and burrows in the impact areas. FDOT will coordinate with FWC to avoid and minimize 
adverse impacts to the burrowing owl to the maximum extent practicable. 
 
Fourteen potential contamination sites posing a “medium” to “high” risk have 
been identified in the project area. Level II testing will be performed for these 
sites as determined by the Department. A soil and groundwater survey and plan 
are recommended to address these areas of concern. 
 
Status: Level II contamination testing has been conducted for two of the fourteen sites 
during the design phase for project 412420.3. Level II contamination testing will be 
conducted for the rest of the “Medium” & “High” risk sites along the corridor during the 
design phase of the Managed Lanes. There are 11 existing bridges within the project 
limits. Five of the eleven have currently been tested for asbestos containing materials 
(ACM). No ACM were detected. The ACM reports will be included with the RFP. ACM 
testing will be conducted for the remaining bridges during the design phase of the 
Managed Lanes. 
 
A continuous non-motorized access path on Spanish River Bridge over I-95 will 
be maintained during construction and temporary short-term detour notes for all 
required temporary closures of non-motorized paths during construction. 
 
Status: This commitment was included as a contractor requirement in the design-build 
request for proposals (RFP) for the 412420.3 segment. Project is currently in its final 
design phase.  
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In the event contamination is detected during construction, the FDOT will notify 
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and Palm Beach County and 
the FDOT may address the problem through additional assessment and/or 
remediation activities.  
 
Status: No change. The design-build RFP will include the above information and the 
contractor will be required to adhere to all PD&E commitments. Level II contamination 
testing will be performed during design. 
 
The FDOT will make arrangements to properly abandon (in accordance with 
Chapter 62-532, FAC) and/or replace any groundwater monitoring wells or water 
production wells that may be destroyed or damaged during construction.  
 
Status: No change. The DB RFP will include the above information and the contractor 
will be required to adhere to all PD&E commitments. 
 
The FDOT will characterize for disposal any land clearing or construction debris. 
The FDOT will also manage any potentially hazardous material in accordance with 
Chapter 62-730, FAC. In addition, the FDOT will manage in accordance with 
Chapter 62-701, FAC, any solid wastes or other non-hazardous debris.  
 
Status: No change. The DB RFP will include the above information and the contractor 
will be required to adhere to all PD&E commitments. 
 
The FDOT will plan staging areas, with controlled access, in order to safely store 
raw material paints, adhesives, fuels, solvents, lubricating oils, etc. that will be 
used during construction. The FDOT will properly label all containers. The FDOT 
may develop written construction Contingency Plans in the event of a natural 
disaster, spill, fire or environmental release of hazardous materials.  
 
Status: No change. The DB RFP will include the above information and the contractor 
will be required to adhere to all PD&E commitments. 
 
FDOT will provide appropriate wetland mitigation for any loss of suitable wood 
stork foraging habitat in coordination with the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). 
 
Status: At this time, FDOT is anticipating that impacts to woodstork habitat will be 
temporary and will not require mitigation.  However, FDOT will perform additional 
surveys prior to construction and coordinate with the agencies as required. 
 
New Commitments: 
 

1) FDOT will provide a project Incident Management Plan to FHWA prior to 
FHWA approval of the Request for Proposals (RFP).  
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2) A Concept of Operations will be submitted to FHWA prior to FHWA RFP 
approval. 
 

3) An Interstate System Access Request document (express lanes access) 
will be submitted to FHWA for review and approval prior to FHWA RFP 
approval. The appropriate level of traffic and express lane traffic analysis 
will be included in this document, consistent with FHWA’s Interstate 
Access Systems Information Guide section 3.3.1. 
 

4) Coordination with FHWA regarding the tolling agreement Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) will be completed prior to FHWA approval of the 
RFP. 

 
 
General commitments: 

 Best Management Practices will be implemented during construction 
following FDOTs Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge 
Construction. 

 The FDOT will continue to coordinate with the MPO, local communities and 
appropriate regulatory agencies as required throughout the design and 
permitting phases of the project, as well as during and after construction. 

 The proposed storm-water facility design will include, at a minimum, the 
water quantity and water quality treatments as required by the South 
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) in Rules FAC 40E-40 and 
minimum requirements of local water control districts. Rules FAC 40E 40 
are the minimum standard rules needed for the project and no special rules 
apply to this project. 

 Disturbed soil surfaces will be re-vegetated and stabilized when practical to 
minimize temporary construction impacts and prevent erosion. 

 Floodplain encroachment will be minimized to the extent practicable and 
mitigation measures will be developed to compensate for the anticipated 
encroachment. 

 FDOT will continue to seek avoidance and minimization measures for 
wetland impacts through final design and permitting. 

 
Status: No change. The DB RFP will include the above information and the contractor 
will be required to adhere to all PD&E commitments. 
 
FDOT will conduct a survey of Wetland W-3a at the Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU) Fish Research Center for nesting activity by wading birds. If nesting is 
observed, then FDOT will coordinate with FWC to avoid adversely affecting state-
listed wading birds. 
 
Status: Commitment was addressed in the 412420.3 reevaluation report. Project is 
currently in the design-build selection phase. 
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To minimize adverse affects to the Eastern indigo snake during construction, the 
FDOT will adhere to the Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo 
Snake. The measures will be incorporated into the final project construction 
documents and FDOT will require that the construction contractor abide strictly 
to the guidelines during construction. 
 
Status: No change. The RFP will include the above information and the contractor will 
be required to adhere to all PD&E commitments. 
 
To minimize direct impacts to the gopher tortoise, FDOT commits to: 

 Avoid and minimize negative project effects to the maximum extent 
practicable to the gopher tortoise; 

 Conduct a gopher tortoise survey prior to construction; 
 Coordinate with the appropriate regulatory agency; 
 Obtain appropriate permits to relocate gopher tortoises; and 
 Ensure qualified personnel are used to relocate gopher tortoises to a 

mutually agreed upon/permitted location. 
 
Status: During a field review, several gopher tortoise burrows were observed throughout 
the project limits. Therefore, impacts to gopher tortoise burrows and habitat are 
anticipated. A preconstruction survey will be conducted to determine if these species 
are present within the construction area of impact and, if present, coordination with the 
appropriate agency will occur to minimize adverse impacts to the maximum extent 
practicable. FDOT has coordinated extensively with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) regarding the gopher tortoises in this area, and has 
reached an agreement regarding relocation of any tortoises identified within the project 
area. Meeting minutes are in Appendix D. 
 
The FDOT will scope gopher tortoise burrows located during the survey to 
determine the presence of any commensals such as Florida mouse and gopher 
frog. If listed commensals are sighted, FDOT will coordinate with the appropriate 
agency. 
 
Status: This will be done by FDOT staff that are licensed gopher tortoise agents, prior to 
construction. 
 
The Endangered Species Biological Assessment (ESBA) prepared for this project 
will be distributed to the appropriate regulatory agencies for review and 
comment.  
 
Status: The ESBA has been completed and distributed to the appropriate regulatory 
agencies. See Appendix D for letter from Fish and Wildlife Service.   
 
State and federally listed plants potentially present in the project area include 
those endemic to scrub habitats. Scrub areas proposed to be directly impacted 
by the new interchange, including Uplands U-1, U-2, U-4, U-5 and U-6, will be 
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surveyed for listed plants prior to construction. If listed plants are present, FDOT 
will coordinate with the appropriate agency. 
 
Status: Surveys for listed plants have been completed; no listed plants were identified 
within the project area. Additional surveys will be conducted by FDOT prior to 
construction. 
 
The FDOT is committed to the construction of feasible noise abatement measures 
at noise impacted locations within the project corridor contingent upon the 
following conditions: 1) performance of a detailed noise analysis during the final 
design process supports the need for noise abatement, 2) reasonable cost 
analysis indicates that the economic cost of the barriers will not exceed the cost-
reasonable criterion, 3) community input regarding desires, types, heights, and 
locations (if applicable), 4) consideration of preferences regarding compatibility 
with adjacent land uses, particularly as addressed by officials having jurisdiction 
over such land uses; and 5) consideration of safety and engineering aspects as 
related to the roadway user and the adjacent property owner. 
 
Status:  The noise study will be updated when initial design plans are produced.  The 
results will be included in the next reevaluation.  
 
VII. PERMITS STATUS 
 
According to the District Permits Office, it is anticipated that applications will be 
submitted to: 
 

 
Further permit coordination will take place as the project progresses in design.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
VIII.   CHANGES IN IMPACT STATUS OR DOCUMENT COMPLIANCE 
 
A.7. Utilities & Railroads 
 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) infrastructure such as Dynamic Message Sign 
(DMS) structures and fiber (FOC) are proposed. The Department will coordinate with 
the utility companies as required.  
 

Agency Type 

SFWMD Standard General Environmental Resource Permit (ERP) 

Lake Worth Drainage District 
Canal ROW occupancy& perpetual easement for access, 
construction and maintenance of the interstate ramp bridges 

FWC Gopher tortoise relocation 

USACOE Dredge and Fill 

CSX Railroad ROW Occupancy 
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DESIGN SEGMENTS

2

Project
Location

Map

Boca Raton
Airport

Spanish River
Boulevard

1

PD&E SEGMENT

Limits: I-95 from south of Glades Road
to south of Linton Boulevard (6.450 miles)
Limits: Glades Road from Butts Road
to east of FAU Boulevard
PD&E STUDY
FPID: 412420-1
COUNTY: Palm Beach (MP 1.650 - 8.100)
LDCA: 7/21/10
Fed. Aid: 0951-605-I
Project Manager: Glass

Limits: I-95 from south of Glades Road
to south of Linton Boulevard (6.450 miles)
Limits: Glades Road from Butts Road
to east of FAU Boulevard
PD&E STUDY
FPID: 412420-1
COUNTY: Palm Beach (MP 1.650 - 8.100)
LDCA: 7/21/10
Fed. Aid: 0951-605-I
Project Manager: Glass

INDICATES PD&E PROJECT LIMITSINDICATES PD&E PROJECT LIMITS

1
Limits: From south of Glades Road to north of
Yamato Road (MP 1.650 - MP 5.520) (3.870 miles)
ADD LANES AND RECONSTRUCT (Design Build)
FPID: 412420-2
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: SFTL-149-R
Design: FY 2014
Construction: FY 2016
Project Manager: Wallace
SEGMENT BEING ADVANCED

Limits: From south of Glades Road to north of
Yamato Road (MP 1.650 - MP 5.520) (3.870 miles)
ADD LANES AND RECONSTRUCT (Design Build)
FPID: 412420-2
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: SFTL-149-R
Design: FY 2014
Construction: FY 2016
Project Manager: Wallace
SEGMENT BEING ADVANCED

2
Limits: From north of Glades Road to south of
Congress Avenue (MP 3.100 - MP 6.900) (3.800 miles)
INTERCHANGE (NEW) - 
Spanish River Boulevard and I-95 Auxiliary Lanes
FPID: 412420-3
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: 0951-632-I
Design: Underway
Construction: FY 2013
Project Manager: Wallace

Limits: From north of Glades Road to south of
Congress Avenue (MP 3.100 - MP 6.900) (3.800 miles)
INTERCHANGE (NEW) - 
Spanish River Boulevard and I-95 Auxiliary Lanes
FPID: 412420-3
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: 0951-632-I
Design: Underway
Construction: FY 2013
Project Manager: Wallace

3
Limits: From north of Yamato Road to
south of Linton Boulevard (MP 5.520 - MP 8.100)
(2.580 miles)
ADD LANES AND RECONSTRUCT (Design Build)
FPID: 409355.3
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: 0951-626-I
Design: FY 2014
Construction: FY 2016
Project Manager: Wallace
SEGMENT BEING ADVANCED

Limits: From north of Yamato Road to
south of Linton Boulevard (MP 5.520 - MP 8.100)
(2.580 miles)
ADD LANES AND RECONSTRUCT (Design Build)
FPID: 409355.3
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: 0951-626-I
Design: FY 2014
Construction: FY 2016
Project Manager: Wallace
SEGMENT BEING ADVANCED

4
Limits: Glades Road from Butts Road to east of
FAU Boulevard (MP 1.650 - MP 3.200) (1.550 miles)
INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENT (Design Build)
FPID: 412420-4
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: TBD
Design: Unfunded
Construction: FY 2018
Project Manager: Wallace

Limits: Glades Road from Butts Road to east of
FAU Boulevard (MP 1.650 - MP 3.200) (1.550 miles)
INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENT (Design Build)
FPID: 412420-4
COUNTY: Palm Beach
Fed. Aid: TBD
Design: Unfunded
Construction: FY 2018
Project Manager: Wallace

INDICATES PROPOSED INTERCHANGEINDICATES PROPOSED INTERCHANGE
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
South Florida Ecological Services Office

1339 2O~ Street
Vero Beach, Florida 32960

September 11,2012

David Bogardus
Florida Department of Transportation
3400 West Commercial Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309

Service Federal Activity Code: 2012-CPA-0238
Service Consultation Code: 2012-1-0259

Date Received: August 15, 2012
Project: Interstate 95 from South of Linton

Boulevard to South of Glades Road
County: Palm Beach

Dear Mr. Bogardus:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed your letter dated August 10, 2012,
and other information submitted by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), on behalf
of the Federal Highway Administration, for the project referenced above. This letter is submitted
in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act)
(87 Stat. 884; 16 U.S.C. 1531 etseq.)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The FDOT is proposing improvements to a 5.8-mile segment of Interstate 95 from south of Linton
Boulevard to south of Glades Boulevard. The existing 8-lane roadway will be widened to 10 lanes.
The project will also include the construction of a new interchange between Glades Road and
Yamato Road, and the widening of Glades Road from six to eight lanes from Buns Road to Florida
Atlantic Boulevard. The project will impact 8.32 acres (ac) of wetlands. The FDOT has proposed
to compensate for impacts to wetlands by acquiring credits from a Service-approved wetland
mitigation bank prior to starting construction. The purpose of the project is to provide additional
motor-vehicle capacity. The project site is located in Palm Beach County, Florida.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

Eastern indigo snake

The project occurs within the geographic range of the threatened eastern indigo snake
(Drymarchon corals couperi). To minimize adverse effects to this species during construction,
the FDOT has agreed to follow the Service’s Standard Protection Measuresfor the Eastern
Indigo Snake (Service 2004a) during construction of the project. The FDOT has determined the
project “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” the eastern indigo snake. Based on the
adherence to the indigo snake protection measures, the Service concurs with this determination.

TAKE PnIDE®~
INAM ERICA~
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Wood stork

The project site is located within the core foraging area (CFA) (within 18.6 miles) of two active
breeding colonies of the endangered wood stork (Mycteria americana). The Service believes the
loss of wetlands within a CFA may reduce foraging opportunities for wood storks. To minimize
adverse effects to the wood stork, the Service’s Draft Supplemental Habitat Management
Guidelines for the Wood Stork in the South Florida Ecological Services Consultation Area
(Service 2004b) recommends the applicant replace wetlands lost due to the action. The
compensation plan should include a temporal lag factor, if necessary, to ensure wetlands
provided as compensation adequately replace the wetland fUnctions lost due to the project.
Moreover, wetlands offered as compensation should be of the same hydroperiod, and located
within the CFA of the affected wood stork colony.

The Service does not consider the preservation of wetlands, by itself as adequate compensation
for impacts to wood stork foraging habitat, because the habitat lost is not replaced. Accordingly,
any wetland mitigation plan that includes the preservation of wetlands should include a
restoration, enhancement, or creation component. In some cases, the Service accepts wetlands
compensation located outside the CFA of the affected wood stork nesting colony. Specifically,
wetland credits purchased from a “Service Approved” mitigation bank located outside the CFA
would be acceptable to the Service, provided the impacted wetlands occur within the permitted
service area of the bank.

For projects that impact 5 or more acres of wood stork foraging habitat, the Service requires a
functional assessment be conducted using our “Wood Stork Foraging Analysis Methodology”
(Methodology) on the foraging habitat to be impacted and the foraging habitat provided as
mitigation. The Methodology can found in the Service’s May 18, 2010, wood stork determination
key (Service Federal Activity Code Number 41420-2007-FA-1494) provided to the Corps.

The FDOT has determined the project “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” the wood
stork. The project will impact no more than 8.32 ac of wetlands that may provide foraging
habitat for the wood stork. To compensate for impacts to wetlands, FDOT proposes to acquire
credits sufficient to offset the loss of wood stork forage from a Service-approved mitigation
bank. At this point in design, FDOT has determined the maximum wetland impacts from this
project; however, additional design details are needed to determine the exact location and type of
wetlands to be impacted. When that design detail is available, the FDOT will apply the Service’s
Methodology to determine the number and type of wetland credits needed. Proof that sufficient
credits have been purchased shall be provided prior to initiation of project construction. Based
on the minor overall impacts to wood stork foraging habitat, the Service concurs with the
FDOT’s determination for the wood stork.
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West Indian manatee

The project occurs within the geographic range and designated critical habitat of the endangered
West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus). The project will not affect seagrasses. To provide
protection for ma.natees during construction of the project, the FDOT has agreed to follow the
Standard Manatee Protection Construction Conditions for In-Water Work (FWC 2011). The
FDOT has determined the project “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” the manatee,
and will not result in an adverse modification to critical habitat. Based on the information
provided, the Service concurs with the Corps’ determination for the manatee.

This letter fiulfills the requirements of section 7 of the Act and further action is not required. If
modifications are made to the project, if additional information involving potential effects to
listed species becomes available, or if a new species is listed, reinitiation of consultation may be
necessary.

Thank you for your cooperation in the effort to protect federally listed species. If you have any
questions, please contact John Wrublik at 772-469-4282.

Sincerely yours,

Larry Williams
Field Supervisor
South Florida Ecological Services Office

cc: electronic only
Corps, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida (Garett Lips)
FWC, Tallahassee, Florida (FWC-CPS)
NOAA Fisheries, West Palm Beach, Florida (Brandon Howard)
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FWC Gopher Tortoise Meeting Notes: 28 March 2012 

Attendees: 
Lynn Kelley, FDOT 

David Bogardus, FDOT 
Daphne McCann, FWC 

Chris Perretta, DB Ecological Services 
 

 FWC has reconsidered its position on Long Term Recipient Site acreage size for highly developed 

southern Florida and will allow an independent 25 acre site, without any connection to adjacent 

public conservation lands. 

 Any relocation within the I‐95 corridor either laterally along the corridor in a north/south 

fashion or crossing I‐95 or Tri‐rail in an east/west fashion will be considered onsite relocation. 

 Relocation to Public Conservation Lands (PCL) still requires a management plan for the recipient 

site but the easement requirements over the land are different than privately held lands. 

 Relocation to PCL cannot occur from over ½ mile away. 

 PCL are only allowed 2 tortoises per acre. 

 If an ongoing project has a GT permit that will expire you can do an amendment to the permit 

(prior to permit expiration) to request a 1 year extension to the expiration date.  You can do this 

multiple times as needed for a project. 

 A single project can only be granted one 10 or fewer permit. 

 GT can be moved from ROW to adjacent public conservation lands by permit.  The public 

conservation lands management plan may need to be amended to provide GT land 

management. Must comply with PCL conditions.    

 FWC has money available to assist local governments with GT parcels such as Blazing Star. 

 FWC seemed receptive to a possible FDOT participation in assisting the City of Boca with 

improving the habitat at Blazing Star and possibly placing tortoises within the corridor on that 

site.   

 The FWC Fish Research Site was discussed and noted as a TIF parcel.  As this parcel is state 

owned relocation of tortoises within the site would be considered onsite.  There was discussion 

on possibly verifying if FAU has control of the site since it is simply designated as a TIF.   

 The required 15% GT surveys can be done early for a project and a permit applied for, then the 

final 100% survey and relocations can be performed prior to construction.  This could save time 

as the GT permit would be in‐hand in the event the construction schedule varies on a project. 

 FWC was interested in the possible tunnel idea.  FWC staff was going to look into any research 

or information regarding GT utilization of tunnels.  FWC staff thought it would be an interesting 

research opportunity if it happens.  
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